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Looking behind the Russia-Iran
relationship )
Overshadowed by the fast-unfolding
developments in Syria and Irag, the
fourth summit of the Caspian states in
the Russian city of Astrakhan didn't
make the news. Yet, a closer look at
the event reveals a potentially
interesting issue between two big
players — Russia and Iran — whose
stances may become critical if the
battle with the Islamic State (IS)
expands further and requires a ground
mission.Author Maxim A.
SuchkovPosted October 9, 2014
Arriving from New York for the

Caspian Sea, Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani also held private talks with
Russian President Vladimir Putin in
which energy projects reportedly
dominated the agenda. The two leaders
had met previously — first inSeptem-
ber 2013 at the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization get-together in Kyr-
gzstan and later in China in May

14. However, now that Russia faces
Western sanctions, it wants to make
sure it remains a top energy supplier
for Europe and is doing everything
ossible to engage Iran in this area
efore it takes part in potential alterna-

tive supply routes.Iran's experience in
{ surviving massive sanctions may come

in handy for Russia. Despite the

- serious blow the sanctions dealt to the

Iranian economy, the country showed
that even though it has been
"perplexed and troubled on every
side," it hasnt been distressed nor
fallen into despair — a task Russia too
is trying to work out now.Historically,
relations between Russia and Iran
have never been smooth. But the new
reality of sanctions is pushing Russia
to revise and refresh its relations with
once sworn enemies and in the case of
Iran, it certainly has some points of
mutual interest.There currently are
four key foreign policy dimensions in
the bilateral relations between
Moscow and Tehran. Along with the
energy issues, these include the
nuclear program, the stabilization of
Afghanistan — more widely, the
security of the Central Asia — and the
dramatic events in Syria, Irag and the
greater Middle East.

REUTERS = s

HOME BUSINESS MARKETS «

WORLD. POLITICS v TECH- OPINION  BREAKI

EU sanctions on Iran's top oil tanker

EU sanctions on lIran's top oil
tanker group annulled

EU watchdog targets Amazon's
Luxembourg tax deals . U.S. appeals
colurt lets Texas enforce abortion clinic
rules

EU farmers to get more aid to deal
with Russian food ban )

EU calls for proper implementation of
Ukraine agreement _
Russia cannot change EU-Ukraine
deal: EU trade nominee

ANALYSIS & OPINION )
How to (allegedly) hide evidence, lie
to OKponents a€“and Eet away with it
Bankers say “derisking” underway
amid sanctions crackdown; that’s the
point, U.S. regulator says )
Oct 7 (Reuters) - European Union
sanctions on Iran's main oil tanker firm
NITC have been annulled after the EU
did not appeal against a court ruling
that the measures should be lifted, the
shipping group's lawyer said on
Tuesday.An EU official told Reuters
the Eurogean Union was waorking to
resolve the issue, adding: "The time
for appeal had elapsed but work is still
ongoing on remedial action for
malntalnlnc];_the entity on the list."

In July the Luxembourg-based General
Court, the second-highest court in the
EU, ruled there were no grounds to
blacklist NITC in the bloc after the
company contested the designation.
Rulings™ are typically suspended for
two months pending appeals.

"We are glad to see the (European)
Council accept the judgment of the EU
court that the sanctions were unlawful,
although it is regrettable that they did
not see fit to lift the sanctions sooner,"
said Rovine Chandrasekera of law firm
Stephenson Harwood, which
represented NITC.

(Reporting by Jonathan Saul and
Robin Emmott in Brussels; Editing by
Pravin Char)
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