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 Alberta MP calls for ‘total eco-
nomic war’ on Russia 
 Edmonton MP Peter Goldring wants 
Canada and the rest of the world to 
declare "total economic war" on 
Russia after a Malaysia Airlines    
passenger jet was shot down over 
Ukraine last week. 
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 Alberta MP calls for ‘total economic 
war’ on Russia 
EDMONTON - Edmonton MP Peter 
Goldring wants Canada and the rest of the 
world to declare "total economic war" on 
Russia after a Malaysia Airlines passen-
ger jet was shot down over Ukraine last 
week. 
"The nations of the free world must join 
with us or be against us as we declare 
immediately total economic war on Rus-
sia," said the Edmonton Centre-East MP 
in a statement. 
"Total economic warfare must be the first 
precursor to much more strident efforts to 
stop Russia's Putin now, not later. We 
must lead by example in the nations of 
the world to decide who we will engage 
economically and who we will not." 
Goldring says the "nations of the free 
world" should expel Russia from the G8 
as well as the United Nations Security 
Council for "total incompatibility with 
purpose of Security Council". 
He's also seeking the expulsion of Russia 
from the Organization for Cooperation 
and Security of Europe (OSCE) and 
wants to see a Kyiv Patriarch established 
for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 
A spokesperson for Canadian Foreign 
Affairs Minister John Baird said Goldring 
"does not speak on behalf of the Govern-
ment." 

At a news conference in London, 
Ont.,Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird 
said Canada will slap additional sanctions 
on Russia, adding that the punitive meas-
ures will come in the form of sectoral 
sanctions - potentially far more signifi-
cant in their impact than the 110 sanc-
tions Canada has so far imposed, mostly 
against individuals. 
Edmonton-Centre MP Laurie Hawn said 
he shares Goldring's anger and frustration 
as the "responsibility for the shoot down 
of MH17 rests clearly and unequivocally 
with Russia, directly or indirectly." 
"We do need to continue our efforts with 
our allies to put as much economic and 
diplomatic pressure as possible on Putin 
to correct his country's behaviour," said 
Hawn. 
"I'm not sure what Mr. Goldring means 
by 'more strident efforts' after 'total eco-
nomic warfare' as 'the first precursor', but 
language will be important as we move 
forward on this issue with other civilized 
countries." 
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Ukraine and a new age of economic 
war 
THE conflict in Ukraine has taken a 
disturbing turn with the downing of Ma-
laysian airliner MH17 and the deaths of 
hundreds of civilians. Just a day prior to 

the catastrophe the EU and US announced 
further sanctions, but now there are calls 
for more drastic measures to be taken. 
THERE are no definitive answers yet, but 
current opinions in the west claim that 
pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine 
mistakenly shot down the airliner using 
weapons and technical help from Russia. 
The fact that the separatists are suppos-
edly receiving help from Russia was the 
main reason additional sanctions were 
announced the day before the tragedy. 
PAST sanctions didn't seem to have much 
of an impact, and indeed they were proba-
bly designed to be minimal. In practice 
not much had changed because of these 
measures. For instance, there were fears 
that Finnish facilities owned by Gennady 
Timchenko could not be used by touring 
American musicians because he was 
under sanction. In the end nothing hap-
pened and it was business as usual. 
BUT gradually these restrictive measures 
are gaining teeth. The new American 
sanctions target Gazprombank, Novatek 
and Rosneft, limiting their access to US 
capital markets. This has the potential to 
be more serious and to cause pain, or at 
least trouble, to Russian firms. Much of 
the global energy business is priced in 
American dollars, so American capital 
markets have more importance than they 
would otherwise. Besides financial and 
energy firms, weapons manufacturers, a 
transportation facility, Russian officials 
and various separatists have been named 
in the new sanctions. 
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