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Centuries In Europe, Still         
Sanctioned as Iranian 

Following a New York auction late last year, 
Christie International PLC’s staff reached out 
to the U.S. Treasury Department for permis-
sion to ship Iranian goods to overseas buyers.  
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Economic War Intensifies: 
Russia Bans U.S and EU Food 
Imports 
BY SHAWN OZBUN  
The West continues to place sanctions 
on Russia, but they continue to be 
completely worthless and even back-
firing in many ways. Russia has now 
imposed it’s own sanctions by ban-
ning all US food imports along with 
EU fruits and Vegetables.  
Now this might not have a huge im-
pact on the US economy but it will 
mostly likely have an effect on an 
even more unstable EU economy.  
The fear is that this already intense 
economic war might lead to a much 
bigger and more dangerous shooting 
war.  
We reported Monday that Russia had 
amassed 20,000 troops along the 

Ukraine border. Will Putin actually 
invade?  
I think the bigger question is, will he 
need to? 
After all, Russia truly holds the power 
in this situation. All Putin would 
really need to do is wait till winter. 
The EU will have no choice but to 
back off or risk loosing needed gas 
imports to survive the winter.  
Why the West continues with      
sanctions that do nothing but inspire 
Russia to move further with their plan 
to eliminate the US dollar is any-
bodies guess. 
As an example Russia has just re-
cently singed a historic 20 billion 
dollar oil deal with Iran, bypassing 
these weak Western sanctions.  
There are also startling reports that 
Russian bombers have been penetrat-
ing US air space. 
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Centuries In Europe , Still         
Sanctioned as Iranian 
 
By  JOEL SCHECTMAN 

Following a New York auction late 
last year, Christie International PLC’s 
staff reached out to the U.S. Treasury 
Department for permission to ship 
Iranian goods to overseas buyers. 
Strict U.S. sanctions on Iran, intended 
to punish the Islamic Republic for its 
nuclear program, mean tight controls 
even for sales of Iranian antiquities–
in this case, Persian carpets. 
Experts say U.S. sanctions weight 
heavily on the sale and exhibition of 
both ancient Persian works and cur-
rent Iranian art. A Wall Street Journal 
review of government licensing re-
cords from the first three months of 
2014, found that institutions such as 
Smithsonian’s Freer and Sackler Gal-
leries and the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, as well as auction houses like 
Christie’s were compelled to apply 
for licenses to deal in Persian art, 
even when the artifacts had resided 
outside of Iran for generations. 
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