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Where Does Iran’s Supreme 
Leader Stand on Nuclear Diplo-
macy? 
Behnam Ben Taleblu 
10th June 2014 - FDD Policy Brief 
As the deadline for the expiration of 
the Joint Plan of Action (JPOA) 
nears, Iran and the P5+1 continue to 
work towards solving the various 
outstanding issues preventing a com-
prehensive nuclear deal. But finding 
fixes for these disagreements does not 
guarantee détente. Iran’s Supreme 
Leader, Ali Khamenei, may stand in 
the way. 
In a speech to Iran’s Parliament 
(Majlis) on May 25, Khamenei boldly 
rejected reconciliation with the West. 
The address included his familiar call 
for “resistance economics,” amongst 
other themes of defiance and confron-
tation. 
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Iranian Overtures To The Gulf 
 

Oren Adaki 
5th June 2014 - FDD Policy Brief 
Sheikh Sabah al Ahmed al Sabah, 
Emir of Kuwait, concluded a two day 
landmark visit to Iran on Monday, the 
first such visit by a Kuwaiti emir 
since the Iranian revolution. During 
the visit, Iran and Kuwait signed six 
new bilateral agreements strengthen-
ing cooperation across many fields, 
including transportation, security, and 
tourism. This apparent Kuwaiti-
Iranian honeymoon is the latest in a 
series of Iranian attempts to mend 
fences with its traditional Sunni Arab 
rivals across the Gulf. Iranian engage-
ment has been reciprocated by Gulf 
states fearful of declining American 
power in the region coupled with an 
ascendant Iran. 
 
 
Rouhani In Ankara: The Latest 
Sign Of Warming Iran-Turkey Ties 
Behnam Ben Taleblu, Merve Tahiro-
glu 
9th June 2014 - FDD Policy Brief 
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani 
arrived in Ankara today with a large 
delegation for his first state-level trip 
to Turkey. He met with Prime Minis-
ter Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Presi-
dent Abdullah Gul to discuss Turko-
Iranian relations and other develop-
ments in the Middle East. The last 
time an Iranian leader paid an official 
state visit to Turkey was in 1996. 
Political and ideological differences 
have historically prevented a tradi-

tional alliance between the Islamic 
Republic and the NATO member 
state. Today, the Syrian civil war 
(Iran backs Assad, Turkey backs the 
opposition) is a source of tension. But 
Rouhani’s arrival in Ankara is just the 
latest sign that ties are warming nev-
ertheless. 
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Pope Francis says world economic 
system inevitably leads to war 
June-13-2014   
By Francis X. Rocca 
 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope 
Francis said the world economic sys-
tem inevitably promotes military 
conflict as a way to enrich the most 
powerful nations. 
He also condemned religious funda-
mentalism, defended the controversial 
record of Pope Pius XII and said he 
does not worry about his personal 
security because, "at my age I don't 
have much to lose." 
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China Is Winning the Current Eco-
nomic War 
JUNE 11, 2014 
RUTH PATTERSON   NO COM-
MENTS 
When the Soviet Union fell, the world 

rejoiced and the Cold War ended. 
Some predicted an “end of history” 
and smooth sailing from there on out. 
Reality has been very different, be-
cause just as the Cold War was end-
ing, an economic war with China was 
beginning. In truth, it has not been 
much of a war; more like a one-sided 
slaughter. The reason for this is the 
United States will not wake up, does 
not even want to acknowledge the 
war has long since begun and it is 
losing. China, meanwhile, is attacking 
in earnest and overwhelming us. 
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Wake Up! America Has Lost the 
Economic War 
JUNE 11, 2014 
DANIEL MILLS   NO COMMENTS 
Coming out of World War II the U.S. 
was poised for dominance. For dec-
ades through pro-American policies 
we grew to be the largest economy 
and manufacturer in the world. Due to 
decades of failed economic policies 
we have lost both of those statuses in 
an economic war. There is obviously 
no hope as our leaders are totally 
neglecting our true condition and not 
even talking about the causes. 
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