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 Author Middelkoop: 
 Oil Price Decline Represents 
US 'Economic Warfare' 
Monday, 26 Jan 2015 07:20 AM 
By Dan Weil 
"The current price can only partially be 
explained by technical factors like grow-
ing U.S. oil production," he tells Russia's 
state-controlled RT news service. "The 
price declines were also caused by heavy 
selling in the American futures markets, 
and you could call that a form of eco-
nomic warfare."Special: Here's Your 
Copy of The Memory Bible. 
And what warfare is that?"It is an all-out 
economic war between the U.S. and 
Russia now," Middelkoop, founder of the 
Commodity Discovery investment Fund, 
says. "If we see who has more problems 
[caused] by current oil, they are Russia, 
Iran, Venezuela. These countries can be 
seen as enemies of the U.S."However, the 
oil futures market is global, and the U.S. 
government doesn't trade in it, unless it 
has successfully hidden such activity 
from the entire country. Even if it did 
participate in the market, it's unclear 
whether the government could influence 
prices.Middelkoop believes oil prices 
might be rising soon. "The oil price 
should be bottoming out because the 
market fundamentals do not support 
current prices," he notes. "I looked at the 
latest predictions by the IEA 
[International Energy Agency] — they 
claim that total world demand will be 
around 92 million barrels per day and 
total world production will be a share of 

93 million barrels per day. So there is a 
very small surplus in the oil market." 
Report: Seniors Fail to Collect $25 Bil-
lion in Social Security 
 

What More Proof Do We Need? 
Preparing an American Response 
by KEVIN D. FREEMAN on JANUARY 
27, 2015 
There is an economic war underway. You 
can see it in the cyber attacks. You can 
see it in regard to oil prices. You can see 
it in financial markets and sanctions and 
currencies. We are at war on multiple 
fronts with various parties. The usual 
suspects are all there–Russia, China, 
North Korea, Iran, radical Jihadists like 
ISIS and al Qaeda. Because this is a new 
kind of war, there are even efforts by 
sometimes allies (like Saudi Arabia), who 
seemingly have declared war on parts of 
America (like our shale industry).There 
were two headlines today that demon-
strated what we have been saying. The 
first was a Justice Department notice that 
a Russian spy was arrested and a spy 
network disrupted. It’s like something 
from the Cold War. Based on intercepted 
communications, the spy was bored. He 
wanted to be James Bond. That, is inter-
esting in itself. But when you dig deeper, 
you learn that his purpose, masquerading 
as a Russian banker, was really to probe 
the financial system and look for weak-
nesses. He seemed particularly interested 
in how to destabilize the stock market. 
Consider these excerpts from an article in 
Mother Jones:The FBI Just Arrested an 
Alleged Russian Spy Who Wanted to 
Know How to Trigger an Economic 
Meltdown/The accused spook was inves-
tigating how to “destabilize” financial 
markets.On Friday, federal prosecutors in 
New York filed a complaint accusing 
three men, Evgeny Buryakov, Igor Spory-
shev, and Victor Podobnyy, of spying for 

Russia. Buryakov, who was arrested in 
the Bronx on Monday, allegedly posed as 
a Russian bank official while working for 
Russia’s intelligence service, the SVR. 
According to the 26-page complaint, 
which was unsealed Monday, Buryakov 
had a good reason to choose that cover: 
He was interested in learning about high-
speed Wall Street trading, automated 
trading algorithms, and “destabilization 
of markets.”This is a real threat. As I 
reported in 2013, markets have become 
dramatically faster in the years since the 
collapse of Lehman Brothers. Automated 
trading algorithms can buy and sell finan-
cial products in less time than it takes you 
to blink. Markets move way too fast for 
regulators to monitor. On August 1, 2012, 
rogue computer code at Knight Capital 
ran for 45 minutes before anyone at the 
firm could stop it. By the end of the day, 
the company was insolvent. And that was 
just “a canary in the mine,” says Michael 
Greenberger, a University of Maryland 
law professor and former regulator at the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission 
(CFTC). The big worry is trading     
algorithms causing “a series of cascade 
failures,” warns Bill Black, another  
former regulator. “If enough of these bad 
things occur at the same time, financial 
institutions can begin to fail, even very 
large ones.” [To CONTINUE Reading at 
Mother Jones]     From the complaint: 
Now, recall that the Russians have 
hacked NASDAQ. Recall how a Russian 
national was convicted (although later 
acquitted) of stealing trading algorithms 
from Goldman Sachs. Goldman thought 
that this action was a serious risk to their 
firm and presumably the markets. Even if 
the taking of the codes was innocent, the 
fact that they could be taken is real. And, 
the reality that taken codes could destabi-
lize the market is frightening. In the wake 
of the “flash crash” of 2010, we must 
admit that our markets could be taken 
down by enemies. General Keith Alexan-
der admitted as much as head of the NSA. 
Does anyone doubt that Russia believes 
we are in an economic war against them? 
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