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GOP-led Senate plans swift push 
for more Iran sanctions, despite 
nuclear talks 
By Joseph WeberPublished January 15, 
2015FoxNews.com 
Jan. 7, 2015: 
 A top Senate Republican said Thurs-
day that the GOP-led chamber will 
move in a matter of weeks on legisla-
tion imposing more sanctions on Iran -- 
despite administration concerns it 
could imperil nuclear talks. Tennessee 
GOP Sen. Bob Corker, chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
addressed the Senate plans at a GOP 
congressional retreat, in Hershey, Pa. 
He also indicated lawmakers want to 
require that Congress have a "straight, 
up-or-down vote" on any agreement 
between Iran and the United States, 
which is negotiating as part of a West-
ern-nation coalition. "Congress has a 
right to vote," Corker told reporters, 
saying a deal should "stand the test of 
time." Corker expects a full Senate 
debate on the issue to begin no later 
than early February. He said the legis-
lation is being addressed on his panel 
and the Senate banking committee. He 
declined to speculate on Democratic 
support, considering the White House 
has asked Congress to wait, as negotia-
tions are at a critical stage. Corker 
spoke after Secretary of State John 

Kerry was in Geneva trying to negoti-
ate on a deal with Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Jawad Zarif before a new, June 30 
deadline. Corker's only comment on 
the specifics of the legislation was that 
it will not be "your mother's sanction 
bill." Some Senate Democrats already 
have expressed their support for addi-
tional sanctions, including New Jersey 
Sen. Bob Menendez, who reportedly is 
finishing up a bipartisan sanctions bill 
with Sen. Mark Kirk, R-Ill. The end of 
June marks the second extended dead-
line in the negotiations. The U.S. and 
the five other world powers want Iran 
to curtail its nuclear enrichment pro-
gram, which the U.S. and its allies fear 
eventually could be used for nuclear 
weapons. Menendez and Kirk proposed 
similar legislation before Republicans 
took control of the Senate this month. 
Though the GOP now has 54 of the 
100 seats in the upper chamber, they 
would still need 67 votes on the issue 
to override a presidential veto. The 
banking committee is scheduled to 
hold a hearing Tuesday on the sanc-
tions issue. "I know Senate Majority 
Leader [Mitch] McConnell wants to 
move something very quickly," said 
Corker, who thinks all senators should 
have access to classified information 
on the issue. 

US Sanctions Have Made Iran's Air 
Quality Much Worse 
January 12, 2015 | 10:00 pm 

In Tehran, Iran's sprawling capital of 14 
million people, the combination of cold 
winter air and emissions from millions 
of cars, trucks, and motorcycles creates 

a sometimes lethal fog of pollution.The 
city has often ground to a halt, with 
emergency rooms filling up with pa-
tients and schools, government offices, 
and businesses shutting down due to the 
thick smog. One day last month, 400 
people were hospitalized and another 
1,500 sought medical treatment for 
pollution-related illnesses.Cancer spe-
cialists and government health officials 
regularly link rising levels of pollution 
to Iran's growing cancer rate. In No-
vember, famed Iranian actor Reza 
Kianian announced that the government 
would launch a campaign to highlight 
"the cancer tsunami" following the 
deaths by cancer of pop star Morteza 
Pashaei, cinematographer Azim Javan-
ruh, actor Majid Bahrami, and foot-
baller Gholamhoseyn Mazlumi, all 
within a month of each other.In 2012, 
80,000 in the country died prematurely 
due to pollution, according to official 
figures.US sanctions are ostensibly 
aimed at constraining Iran's nuclear 
program. But comments from some 
American politicians reveal a goal of 
targeting the Islamic Republic more 
generally. In 2011 Representative Gary 
Ackerman, a New York Democrat, said 
sanctions were meant to "inflict crip-
pling, unendurable economic pain over 
there" and to make Iran's banking sys-
tem — the means by which it tradition-
ally imports everything from pharma-
ceuticals to grain — "the financial 
equivalent of Chernobyl: radioactive, 
dangerous and most of all, empty".Paul 
Sampson, an analyst at Energy Intelli-
gence, said the sanctions have forced 
Iran to be creative — albeit by compro-
mising air quality. "They've been put-
ting petrochemical components like 
benzenes and Methyl Tertiary-Butyl 
Ether into the gasoline, which has in-
creased overall supplies but reduced the 
quality," he told VICE News. "Some of 
the stuff is more suitable for tractors or 
Ladas, the Soviet cars built to run on 
low-grade gasoline."Iran says America 
is obsessed with sanctions as nuclear 
negotiations begin. 
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