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 2015 Will Be All About Iran, 
China and Russia 
Upcoming 2015 year will be all 
about further moves towards the 
integration of Eurasia as the US is 
progressively squeezed out of     
E u r a s i a ,  P e p e  E s c o b a r                 
believes.BEIJING, December 31 
(Sputnik) — Fasten your seatbelts; 
2015 will be a whirlwind pitting 
China, Russia and Iran against what I 
have described as the Empire of 
Chaos.So yes – it will be all about 
fur ther  moves towards the             
integration of Eurasia as the US is 
progressively squeezed out of     
Eurasia. We will see a complex  
geostrategic interplay progressively 
undermining the hegemony of the 
US dollar as a reserve currency and, 
most of all, the petrodollar.For all the 
immense challenges the Chinese 
face, all over Beijing it's easy to 
detect unmistakable signs of a         
self-assured, self-confident, fully 
emerged commercial superpower. 
President Xi Jinping and the current 
leadership will keep investing     
heavily in the urbanization drive and 

the fight against corruption,         
including at the highest levels of the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP). 
Internationally, the Chinese will 
accelerate their overwhelming push 
for new 'Silk Roads' – both overland 
and maritime – which will underpin 
the long-term Chinese master      
strategy of unifying Eurasia with 
trade and commerce.Global oil 
prices are bound to remain low. All 
bets are off on whether a nuclear 
deal will be reached by this summer 
between Iran and the P5+1. If     
sanctions (actually economic war) 
against Iran remain and continue to 
seriously hurt its economy, Tehran’s 
reaction will be firm, and will in-
clude even more integration with 
Asia, not the West.No matter how it 
was engineered, the fact that stands 
is that the current financial/strategic 
oil price collapse is a direct attack 
against (who else?) Iran and Russia. 
Washington is well-aware that a 
comprehensive deal with Iran cannot 
be reached without Russia’s help. 
That would be the Obama            
administration’s sole – and I repeat – 
sole foreign policy success. A return 
to the “Bomb Iran” hysteria would 
only suit the proverbial usual (neo-
con) suspects. Still, by no accident, 
both Iran and Russia are now subject 
to Western sanctions. No matter how 
it was engineered, the fact that stands 
is that the current financial/strategic 
oil price collapse is a direct attack 
against (who else?) Iran and Russia. 

Turkey, Iran at war over 
trucking 
A trucking war has escalated be-
tween Turkey and Iran amid mutual 
retaliation and the latest round of 

talks in Tehran failing to produce a 
compromise. The two neighbors’ 
commercial rivalry, particularly for 
the Central Asian market, has further 
intensified with the trucking crisis. 
Thousands of Turkish trucks have 
been stranded on Turkey's side of the 
Gurbulak border crossing, waiting to 
enter Iran. Similarly, Turkish trucks 
returning home have formed long 
lines at Iran’s border crossing with 
Turkmenistan.The truck transporta-
tion crisis began last year when Tur-
key made it clear it would no longer 
pay transit fees and a fee for the fuel 
price difference charged by Iran. 
Turkish exporters and transporters 
shipping goods to Central Asian 
countries prefer the Iranian route, 
because it is the shortest. Turkish 
trucking companies, however, are 
disadvantaged vis-a-vis their Iranian 
counterparts because of special 
charges and high tariffs that Iran 
levies only on Turkish trucks. 
In the wake of the Soviet Union’s 
disintegration, the Central Asian 
countries of Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
Mongolia and Uzbekistan have 
gained strategic importance for Tur-
key in both economic and political 
terms. The region has emerged as a 
sphere of political influence for An-
kara as well as a trade market of 
huge potential with the Central Asian 
states' adoption of market econo-
mies. Last year, Turkey’s total trade 
volume with the region totaled $9.3 
billion. 
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