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By Pushing for More          
Sanctions, U.S. Hardliners Play 
Into Hands of Iranian         
Hardliners 

New sanction      
legislation against 
I r a n  w o u l d      
alienate Europe, 
Russia, and China. 

By Russ Wellen, December 
“Buoyed by the failure of the US 
and five other powers to reach a 
comprehensive agreement with Iran 
over its nuclear program,” writes 
Jim Lobe for Inter Press Service, 
“pro-Israel and Republican hawks 
are calling for Washington to ramp 
up economic pressure on Tehran 
even while talks continue, and to 
give Congress a veto on any final 
accord.” But, he continues,Most 
Iran specialists here believe that 
any new sanctions legislation will 
likely sabotage the talks, fracture 
the P5+1, and thus undermine the 
international sanctions regime 
against Iran, strengthen hard-liners 
in Tehran who oppose accommoda-
tion and favour accelerating the 
nuclear programme.In the Wall 
Street Journal, Kareem Sadjadpour 
of the Carnegie Endowment for 

Peace writes that not only would 
more U.S. sanctions… threaten the 
uni ty among Washington’s         
negotiating partners (the other four 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council and Germany). 
They also risk tainting U.S.      
standing among the Iranian people 
and precipitating an escalation that 
could result in military conflict. 
Furthermore, while / the global 
embargo on Iran’s economy has 
remained largely intact. … it’s    
unclear whether the European    
Union, Russia, and Asia would 
continue to forsake commercial and 
strategic ties with Iran to placate the 
U.S. in the event of a diplomatic 
breakdown. 
In fact / “The worst scenario for 
U.S. interests,” Sadjadpour writes, 
“is one in which Congress         
overwhelmingly passes new       
sanctions, Iran resumes its nuclear 
activities, and international unity 
unravels. Such an outcome would 
force the United States to revisit the 
possibility of another military    
conflict in the Middle East.” 
…………………………………….. 

AIPAC will lobby new         
Congress to sanction Iran    
during nuclear talks 
Highly critical of an extension in 
talks with Iran over its nuclear pro-
gram announced last month, the 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee announced its intentions 
to lobby for new sanctions against 

the Islamic Republic once a new     
C o n g r e s s ,  c o n t r o l l e d  b y             
Republicans, convenes in the new 
year.More pressure, AIPAC leader-
ship believes, offers the best chance 
to persuade Tehran to abandon its 
quest for a nuclear weapons       
capability,” the large pro-Israel 
lobby said in a statement on      
M o n d a y . “ T h e  O b a m a                
Administration should toughen 
sanctions enforcement,  and        
Congress should quickly take up 
n e w  b i p a r t i sa n  sa n c t i on s             
legislation,” the statement read. 
“Without new pressure, Iran is 
u n l i k e l y  t o  m o d i f y  i t s 
course.”Specifically, the group 
proposes new restrictions on Iran’s 
a u t o m o t i v e ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,           
manufacturing and, primarily, oil 
industry, as well as the freezing of 
all transfers of oil proceeds. Such 
freezes were partially lifted under 
an interim deal between the negoti-
ating parties reached last year.The 
United States, United Kingdom, 
France, Russia, China and Ger-
many, known as the P5+1, are ne-
gotiating with Iran to cap and roll 
back its nuclear program, fearing its 
size and scope indicate the program 
has a military nature. Iran claims 
their work and aims with the pro-
gram are entirely peaceful.AIPAC 
said “troubling” concessions on the 
table from the P5+1 include a lack 
of dismantlement of Iran’s vast 
nuclear infrastructure, as well as a 
sunset clause that would limit the 
duration of a deal, a deep concern 
of the Israeli government as first 
reported by The Jerusalem Post. 
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